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BRID(;F_ \  Ot. t  'N' tFtF.R'S RI. ]SPONSil | i l . t  I  t [ .S

I  Contact  thc rnsrt lc ,4, , \  rncnrbcr hr I t t (cr  w t lhtn
{rro *ccks t r l  hctr tg ntat t l tcd.  Rcnl l t tn i l l  !onlnlu
nlcat i ( )n \ r  l th thc rnsrt lcAA l l lc lnbcr untr l  rc lcuscd

I Take the cx-rnnratc to an AA rncct lng wrthrn 1.1
to 48 hours ol  rc lease.

1.

I t  is  suggested that the f i rst  meet ing be vrcwed as
a regular twelvc step cal l  and that you take an-
other p€rson with you.

Use the same guidel ines you would wi th any new-
comer, even though they wil l have been attending
AA meet ings inside.

Review the Br idge Program wrth the cx- inmate
so that there are no misconcept ions as to what
this program does or: does not do.

Remind them as often as is necessary that you are
only a temporary bridge to their new AA commu-
.nity.

Remember that your job is f inished after six meet-
rngs. Do your best to encourage them to f ind a
sponsor in th is t ime per iod.

Make sure they recetve schedules,  phone num-
bers,  l i terature and their  own Big Book.

9. Encourage them to attend meetlngs as often as
possible, f ind a group and most important. encour-
age them to get a sponsor as soon as possible (not
yourselfl. Even a temporary sponsor who has time
for them NOW would be acceptable.

10. Share your exper ience, strength and hope with
them as you would with any other member new
to AA rn your communlty.

l l .  Upon complet ion,  inform the Br idge Coordinator
as to the resul ts of  your "br idge'  Let  us know
what works and what doesn'1.

12. Most important of  a l l ,  keep in touch wrth your
sponsor,  your Higher Power and maintain your
program.

IrRi lX;1. .  \ ( ) l . t rN l ' l . l . .R's " l ) ( )N'1" l ) ( )  l . ls I

I  I  x )N I  l i r rgct  t l r t '  r r r rJ lot lunr c ol  t l tc  r ' \  t t t l l l . t t t  \

I t tst  t t tcct t t tg l ,ct t tg . ts s()()n . l \  ptrsst l r l t '  , t l l t  t
rc lcasc .

I  I ) ( )N' l 'hcet, t t tc responsrhlc l i r r  t l rc l t tct t tbcl :
; r l t t tudc ()r  i tc l l ( )ns in t l r  ot l t  of  t t lcet tngs

I  IX)N' ' l '  " ( 'arry the Alcoholrc --  ( 'arrv t l rc
rncssage (Tradi t ion 5).

4 DON'T become a personal  taxi  servtec f i r r
miscel laneous errands.

5 DON'T loan moncy or anything r l f  Ia luc

6. DON'T sp()ns()r  thc cx-tnmatc.  c\en lcnlP()-
ran ly.

' l  
DON'T al low an emot ional  or  ronlant ic rc lat t t tn-
ship to develop bctween you.

8.  DON'T exceed a maximum of s ix mect lnEl i .

9.  DON'T act  in any report ing or communicat ing
capacity regarding thc AA member and the

Just ice system. Tradi t ion i lwe lve is v i ta l l

10.  DON'T forget yourscl f  or  your own pcrsonal
program of recovery whi le grving t tmc and
energy to others.

I l .  DON'T forget that you are not GOD ()r ln
control of anyone or anythlng.

12. DON'T let the cx-inmate dictatc where to go for
meet ings.

SUGGESTED READING

Cany the Message into Correctional Facil it ies

Where do I go from here'l

AA in Prison: Inmate to Inmate

AA in Correctional Facil it ies: It Sure Beats
Sit t ing in a Cel l

Memo to an Inmate who may be an Alcohol ic

A message to Correct ional  [ :acr l i t l 's  Admlntstra
tors
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BRIDGE PROCEDURE

The appl icat ion forrn is part  of  rhrs pamphlcl .
Inside AA nrcmbcrs are elrgrble l i r r  thrs progranl
i f  thcy have less than six months lef t  to servc. ind
have a desire not to dr ink tTradi t ion 3).

The inmate f i l ls  in the appl icar ion t romplerely I r
is vcry rmportant to have the DOC nrlrnber and
address ( including uni t  and f loor)  so that there is
no problem rcceiv ing our correspondence. Then.
mail  thc appl icat ion to the address on the forrn.

" I 'he Br idge Coordinator wi l l  nor i fy rhe inside
member that  the appl icat ion has been received and
the process has been sfarted.

The Bridge Coordinator is respo'nsible for conracr
ol ia Bridge Volunteer to match the request. This
is achieved crther by sending a copy of  rhe applr-
cat ion direct ly to a volunteer,  to a coordinator for
the area where the inmate wil l  be released. or to
thc C--orrections Chair for the area i f  no formal
brrdge program exists.

IJpon receiv ing the inmate informat ion.  the Br idge
Volunteer should wr i te the inside AA member
wlthin two weeks, conf i rming contact  and a wi l l -
lngness to act  as a "brrdge".  ( l f  the volunteer
wishes to use the address on the form. al l  letters
received for them wil l  be forwarded as long as the
Bridges Coordinator has been noti f ied of the cor-
rect  address.)

The inside AA member wi l l  then conespond with

the voluntecr and, between them, arrange for a
place and t ime to meet when the release occurs.

I f  the inside AA member does not recerve a
volunteer's letter within a few weeks after the hear-
ing from the Bridge Coordrnator. then the Bridge
Coordinator should be not i f ied.

[ )eat Inmate AA N1embcr.

AA. in thrs area. has a t ranst l r ( )n l ) r r )g l i r l l r  ( . r l ldd

Bridge".  Thrs means that lou Lirn \ r [ :  n up t()  bc
rnatched lo an AA mentbcr on the oulsr t lc  u l  \  ( )ut  l t ( r l l tc
eornmunitv upon rc lcasc.  fhrs AA rncrrr f r r r .  e.r l lc t i  . r
Brtdge Volunteer wr l l  take you to up to \ lx  n lcctrni : \ .
rntroduce you i round to help you ger acquurnrct l  . rn11
comfortabld among vour new frrends rn AA [)urrns
thrs t ime, you wrl l  learn about sponsors,  hornc groups.

workrr ig the steps, and service.  Your Bndgc \ 'o lunrccr
rs temporary only and wi l l  not  fo l low-up or t r \  ro
control  you. Nor wr l l  thev provrdc hr iusrng. lor id.
e lothing. Jobs. money. or other such serr .  re cs.

Past exper ience has shoivn that l t tcndrng an AA
meet lng on the outside as soon al tcr  rc lcasc as possrhlc
ts one of  the most ef fect ive tools in nraktng a sr ihcr
transl t ion into the f rec w or ld.  lv l . rnv of  us har c [ ]ecn
where you are and know what thc prograrn of  AA and
rt 's  fe l lowship can do l 'or  you by what r t  has done 1'or
us and count less others.

I f  you are wi th in three months of ' rc lc lsc tnd \ \  r \h
to partrc lpate in the Br idge. please cornplcte t l rc
at tached " lnrnate 's Applrcatron".  cut  i t  o l l .  and rnar l  r t
to the addrcss on the appl lcat ion.  Kcep thc balancc ol
th is pamphlet  for  future reference. When thc Brrr lgc
Coordinator has recei lcd your let ter  and proccsscr l  r r .
a not i f icat ion wi l l  be sent to you I l 'your br idgc l r . rs
not contacted you withrn three or l -our wecks, nott tv
the Br idge Coordinator,  othcrwrse, hcrrn
correspondence to set up a t ime and place to mect \ . \  l lcn
re le ased.

As they say in the Big Book, "We shal l  be wrth loLr
rn the Fel lowship of  the Spir i t ,  and vou wrl l  surcl t
meet some of us as you trudge the Road ol  l l lppl
Dest iny."

" lv lay Cod bless you and keep v()u -  untr l  l l rcn
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